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Up-close and Personal with
Les Kozerowitz

Questions and Answers fr on

Director

By: The Writers Club

The following interview was conducted and written by fourth
through sixth grade students participating in the Writers Club
at Norwalk Public Library.

Name: Les Kozerowitz
Hometown: Easton, CT
Job Title: Library director at the Norwalk Public Library

Q: What does it take to keep the library up, alive and
running?

A: A building that's good with air conditioning, good workers,
money. It takes courage and motivation.

Q: What responsibilities do you have?

A: Make sure the building is up and running, that we don't run
out of money, that people are coming into the building.
Making sure people are comfortable and that | help people.

Q: How did you become a library director?
A: | started working at a library 35 or 36 years ago and had
lots of jobs in the library before becoming director.

Q: Did you need training to be the library director?
A: | had to get a bachelor's degree and a master's degree to
become a librarian. You need to be a leader and understand
people and other business leaders to be a director.

Q: Where did you go to college?
A: | went to Alfred University for my undergraduate degree. |
got my two master's degrees at Southern Connecticut State
University.

Tips for Going Green

I nformation Taken from Res

By: Anoushka Chatterjee

It is good to help the environment by going green.
Here are a couple of examples to keep it going:
e Always turn off the lights after we leave the room.
Why?

0 We should always turn off the light after go
somewhere else because we will be saving
energy and light bulbs cost a lot. We
should also turn off your lights if we are out
of the room for more than 5 seconds to 15
minutes.

e Always unplug the TV, phone chargers, and CD
players. Why?

0 Itis a good idea to always turn off your
electronics because electricity takes 4
billion dollars a year in energy for things
that are not even on.

e Always clean dirty dishes by machine. Why?

o Dishes should be always run by
dishwasher machine because when we use
our hands we are wasting 4 to 5 gallons of
water. Modern dishwashers use as little as
2 gallons of water.

I hope we all will participate in helping the environment by
doing these things. ¢

continued on page 2
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Director | nter vi &omtduedfrompage 1)

Q: What do you do on an average day?

A: | come into work and read the newspapers to be informed
about the world around us so we can adapt. Then | might
check my e-mail. | might see the mayor or go to a meeting at
town hall.

Q: What would the unaverage day be like?
A: An unexpected financial crisis.

Q: What is your favorite part of your job?
A: My favorite part of the job is meeting people like you.

Q: What is your least favorite part of your job?
A: Dealing with problems, like when the elevator doesn't
work.

Q: Does the library ever run out of money?

A: No, not really, but we get close. We get a budget and we
have to make that budget work for the whole year.
Sometimes we get close but we've never really run out of
money.

Q: Do you like working here and why?
A: Very much. | like working here because libraries are a
great place to work.

Q: What was a favorite funny library moment?

A: This one is tough. Funny things happen everyday. One
time we were having a staff meeting and the man who was in
here earlier, Frank, said, "Turn off all cell phones. We are
having a meeting and the ringing is very distracting!" Right in
the middle of the meeting, guess whose phone started to
ring -- his! It was very funny.

Q: Why should parents bring their children here?
A: Because the library has everything. Because it's free.

Q: How has the library changed since you've been here?

A: There were no computers when | started here. Now there
are 200 computers in the library. We don't have the old card
catalogs anymore. Everything is on the computer.

Q: Why did you become library director?
A: By accident.

Q: What did you do before you were a library director?

A: | worked for the New York City Housing Authority as a
social worker, then | worked for a while as a surveyor. | went
back to school to get my master's degree to become a
librarian.

Q: What part of the building do you work in?

A: The old part. My office is in the older part of the library
that you see if you look to the right before walking into the
library.

Q: Do you enjoy writing?
A: Yes, because I'm not really good at painting or other
artistic things and writing is a way to express my creativity.

Q: Has anything you've written been published?
A: Yes, I've written articles for some library journals that have
been published.

Q: What are your favorite books?

A: | like "Huckleberry Finn," because when | was your age, |
read a lot of Mark Twain books. Our Big Read program is
coming up. That is when the library chooses a book to hand
out to people for free to try to get everyone in Norwalk to
read the same book. The book this year is another favorite
by Mark Twain called "The Adventures of Tom Sawyer."

Q: How many books do you think you have read in your
whole life?
A: Maybe 20007 It's just a guess.

Q: What's your favorite color and why?
A: Blue. | don't know why. | can't explain it. It's a happy color.

Q: What are some of your favorite hobbies and why?
A: Music, writing, which is something creative we need to do.
| like to exercise and play sports.

Q: What sports do you play?
A: | play football, track, squash, basketball.

Q: What is squash?

A: Squash is an Indian or Pakistani game played on a four-
wall court with racquets smaller than tennis racquets and a
small black ball.

Q: When you were a kid, did you think you were going to be
a librarian?

A: No, but | spent a lot of time at the library and read all the
time.

Q: What did you want to be when you grew up?
A: A cowboy.

Q: When you were in high school, which class did you like
the most and what did you have trouble with?

A: | liked science, like chemistry, and some math but | had
trouble with calculus.

Q: Why are you retiring?

A: Because when you get to a certain age and you've done
something for a long time, you have to move on and do
something else, so the best thing to do is retire.

Q: What do you drive?

A: A red and white Italian Moto Guzzi motorcycle and | also
have a car called a Mazda Miata.

Q: Do you wear a helmet?

A: Yes, | always wear a helmet. ®
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The Writers Club interviewing Les Kozerowitz.
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CALENDAR OF LIBRARY EVENTS

STORYTIMES

NORWALK PUBLIC LIBRARY ACTIVITY RooM

LAPSIT (6-23 MONTHS) T TUES., 5/57 6/9, 10AM

PREscHOOL (3-5 YEAR OLDS) T THUR, 5/71 5/11, 11Am
TODDLER (2 YEAR OLDS) T FRI, 5/81 5/12, 10AM

Come for stories, rhymes, singing and dancing and follow it
up with playtime!

Book BuGs Book CLuB

NORWALK PUBLIC LIBRARY ACTIVITY RooM

WED, 5/6 1 5/20, 4Pm

Children in 1% to 3" grade may join us for stories, crafts and
games.

SWEET DREAMS STORYTIME

NORWALK PUBLIC LIBRARY ACTIVITY RooM

THURSDAY, 5/7, 7PM

Children ages 2-6 and their families may come in their
pajamas for a special evening storytime.

THE NORWALK BI1G READ

NORWALK PUBLIC LIBRARY

ONGOING THROUGH JUNE

Free copies of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark
Twain will be available to NPL cardholders.

TEEN ADVISORY BOARD MEETING

NORWALK PuUBLIC LIBRARY TEEN CENTER

THURSDAY, 5/21, 3:3071 5pm

Teens ages 12-18 can make a difference by joining the Teen
Advisory Board.

TEEN MoVIE NIGHT

NORWALK PuBLIC LIBRARY TEEN CENTER
THURSDAY, 5/28, 6PMm
t he AThe Adventu

Enj oy movi e

Books SANDWICHED IN

NORWALK PuBLIC LIBRARY TEEN Room
THURSDAY, 5/28, NOON-1PM
Discuss The Adventures of Tom Sawyer over lunch!

B1G READ FINALE/SUMMER READING KICK-OFF

NORWALK PuBLIC LIBRARY AUDITORIUM

SATURDAY, 6/20, 10:30AM

Celebrate the end of the Big Read and the beginning of
Summer Reading with a concert and register for the summer
festivities.

EDITORIALS

Thoughts on Saving Money

By: Anika Chatterjee

The economy is in a bad shape and unfortunately, it all
comes down to money, Obama and taxes. Well, the best

way to survive this mess is to save money.

A couple of things that you could do are when you get
groceries, get food you are going to eat. If you go shopping
for clothes, get clothes you are going to wear. If you decide
to get your room or house redone, make sure you make
something out of it. There are many other things you could
definitely do to save money.

And with all of this business going on people are getting laid
off and losing jobs and we cannot let this go on any longer.
As well as this, President Obama is handling all this. So |

hope this article taught you something about tips on saving

Why Going to the Library is So
Much Fun!

By: Anoushka Chatterjee
Going tothe library is so fun because you could do
lots of fun things like:
e Checking out books and videos for free
e Going on the computers
e Study
e Go to writing classes
e Going to chess classes on Saturday
e Going to free book give offs
e And much more!

When you are in the library you should always

with a parent unless they tell you that you can go

yourself. In the library there are much different king
of books that you could get like nonfiction, fictio
fantasy, realistic fiction, mystery and pog Now you

know why going to the library is so fui$
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SPORTS AND ENTERTAINMENT

THE GAME OF SQUASH

BY: ANIKA CHATTERJEE

Squash is a game that originated in Great Britain (England).
It started when a couple of boys who were waiting for their
turn to play racquets, knocked a ball around in a confined
court. The game was first played in 1830 at Harrow School.
The boys used a ball from the game Racquets and started
hitting the wall and noticed how the impact on the wall made
it ook |i ke the ball was be
game got its name. The game is pretty simple. Itis kind of
like the game Racquet ball where there is a rectangular
closed room with a maximum of four players and at least two
and everyone has a tennis-like racquet and is played with

one rubber ball. The game squash spread to 123 other
nations such as India, Pakistan, South Africa, Australia and
New Zealand. The game is not as popular in America. Most

squash champions are located in Pakistan. So there you

| got this information at amusingfacts.com and

squashplayer.co.uk. &

Folktales

By: Reagan Mullins

A folktale is a story passed on by mouth, instead of books
and writing. Folktales are fun to listen to, since they often
have mystical monsters, fairy's, magic, and make-believe
characters. The category includes legends, fables, jokes, tall
stories, and fairy tales or Marchen. All cultures tell folktales,
there are folktales from all over the world.

These stories are related as fact and concern a specific time
and place. Fairy tales are entirely fictional and often begin
with such formulas as " Once
country there |ivedé.". They
adventures of young daughters, princess, elves, Fairys (of
course), and many other!

Folktales often have animals in them, these animals most
usually take human traits, such as talking and picking things
up. A great example of this is Aesop's fables , all containing
animals and a moral. In every culture, animals appear in
their mouth-to-mouth stories, often becoming a main
character.

Legends and myths contain great adventures and heroes.
They have courages men and women who achieve the
impossible. Some characters you may find in myths or
legends are... gods, giants, and villans as well.

Yankees Open Their New
Stadium with a Humiliating
Loss to the Indians

By: Neil Madhavani
After 85 years at the historic Yankee stadium, the Yankees

disappointed their fans with an embarrassing 10-2 loss to the
I ndi ans. Alt feels |ike we d
todayo, said J. Damon.

The first three innings against the Indians were scoreless for
the Yankees but then K. Shoppach of the Indians snapped
the silence doubling to deep left scoring B. Francisco. To
make Boomer Wells happy J. Posada homered to left field in
the fifth to tie up the score 1 - 1. The score was not 1 to 1 for
long. The 7" inning rally started when J.Peralta doubled to
right scoring M.DeRosa and V. Martinez. Then T.Crowe
walked scoring S.Choo. G.Sizemore homered to right
scoring B.Francisco, K.Shoppach, and T.Crowe. Ending the
rally for the Indians V.Martinez homered to left. Finally,
R.Cano of the Yankees singled to left scoring M.Cabrera.
Thus the score was 10-2.

D.Jeter e mb

knew this was an

best t e afieldadvbihtageds all about atmosphere.

It os al l

abouti thefifDansbande

today. We did not give ©®hem

Book Review: The 39 Clues

By: Adriel Alvarado

I think that the best series of books | have ever read is The
39 Clues. The 39 Clues is about a boy named Dan and a

girl named Amy. They had a grandmother that revealed to

all Canhills that you could take a check for $1,000,000 or go
on a clue hunt to find a treasure that would make you the
most powerful human on Earth. Amy and Dan accepted the
challenge knowing they could be killed by their Cahill
relatives. They find the first clue and begin searching for the
second. Itéds a story about
of twists and turns and that

[Pick up a copy of the first 39 Clues book, Maze of Bones by Rick
Riordan at the Norwalk Public Library!] &
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ENTERTAINMENT, CONT.

Mark Twain Biography

By: Pratyusha Chintalapudi

Mark Twain was born in Florida, Missouri at November
30 1835. He died in April 21 1910. He died in Redding,
CT.

Mark Twain died from heart failure and everyone was
very sad to hear about that. He was only alive for 75
years. But | bet he had a wonderful life. He was a very
funny author to proud of. He was the author of The
Adventures of Huckleberry Fin and The Adventures of

Tom Sawyer. Yo u 6 | | probably enj
of the books are chapter books.
Mar k Twainds house is redf¢(

in Hartford, CT. His house is part of a museum about
Mark Twain. Have tons of fun learning more about his
childhood and what other things he did then writing
books.

He is one of my favorite authors! | recommend these
excellent books for you to read and | love to read.

[ Dondt forget to participa
and pick up a free copy of The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer at the Norwalk Public Library!] €

Image taken from: http://www.familyplayersofneny.com/images/ts.jpg

College

By: Juliane Alfen

Collegeisanimport ant part of ever\y
determines your future. | would know because my older
sister is going to college this autumn. The college she is

going to is called Oberlin. The college you go to depends a

lot on what career you want to have. Oberlin has a fantastic
science program. Oberlin also has a phenomenal music
progr am. Each coll ege has th
what makes people want to go to the college.

My idea of the ideal college is not about how much it costs

to go, but if it has the career you want a future in. | want to
shout out to kids going to college if you want to go to

college, work hard and you will. Everyone who reads this
knows thatifyousay you candét ful fild]l
wrong. You can and you know it. College can help to fulfill
your dreams. | want to be a writer and an artist. | intend to
do just that. My sister wants to be a doctor. | think she will

be a great doctor becauses heds honest, p a
smart.

There are many steps to fill out an application. One step is

to write an essay. This is an important part of applications.
You tell the college why you want to go to the college in
writing. Now you might be sayingl 6 m j ust a | i
am, but | know about college.

College is a lot of money! Now it is harder to get financial
aid because of the recession. One way to spend less
money on college is to get a scholarship. You could also
get loans.

Myconclusi on i s that college is
This is because you have to choose a college you want to

go to and apply for. This is partly because of our weak
economy. Kids can get pressured to go to a college they
dondt want to gBIeSs.o@because

Book Review: The Mysterious

By: Esha Sharma

from me because it was my bedtime and | was still reading
it. | was that occupied by it.

This book is about a girl named Franny who goes to a new
boarding school. Every kid there is so perfect, polite and
sweet. They are very smart and have great teeth. Franny
know there is something fishy going on. So she asks a
friend of hers, Brooklyn to go undercover to the kitchen. He

The reason why | 6ve been re
because of the book AThlbrigMy :
A c a d e bgyiane Stanley. Once | started reading it |

couldnét stop. My mot her ev

Case of the A llbright Academy

finds some ingredient in the brownie mix that makes the kids
so perfect. But | dondt want
a two-thumbs up and recommend it a must read book for all.

You can find this book at the Norwalk Public Library. &

£ Mysterious Case =
Alri mdp@
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CREATIVE WRITING

Chocolate Freak

By: Sonam Katira

| like chocolate, yes | do.

| think | like chocolate more than you.
| think of chocolate in the day.

| think of chocolate in the night.

I never forget chocolate,

but you say | might.

I'm a chocolate freak, yes | am.

I'm a chocolate freak who does not like ham. €

Wants Vs. Needs
A Short Story with a Moral

Pratyusha Chintalapudi

Lily had a rich family. She wanted everything she saw. Her
parents bought everything for her. But when she saw an
expensive toy, her parents refused to buy it. Lily was mad
and left the room.

The next day, she was invite
Whenshe wal ked into Megands r ¢
di dnodt have many toys. Lily
have so many toys. Megan exp

lot of toys to make her happy, one or two toys were enough

for her. Lily realized that she didné t want ever
world. She realized that she had more than needed.
Then Lily told to her parent

to make her happy. Her parents were so glad to heard that
and gave her a big hug.

Poem

By: Reagan Mullins

We pointed

We grinned

We whispered dAfinallyo

The green was about and roaming

No this isnb6t a poem about sprir
Iltds a poem about the green,

The green hovered high
Above the rickety houses
Our poor city held

The movie stars reporters

They came from far

And the rented out rooms

To get a glimpse or a picture of the green

A picture of the green would give you instant millons

The top-dogs had started the chase
But | am the younger brother

Who has the cheapest clothes

Who lives in the darkest alley

| am an under-dog

But who saystheunder-rd ogs arendt better t
We run and jump and live

No one gets to us

Nothing gets to us

For we have no one or anything

So we areno6t distracted

We steal our food

Enough food

Only what we need

And grow strong

We are strong, we have already faced fear, fear has shied away
from us

The green is fast though
Whilst the top-dogs ride in cars
We run on our feet just as fast

| can catch the green

| have waited for this

| see it

In plain sight

Merely standing there
Wondering who and what he is
Kinda like me

| pounce on IT
It wriggles much, but my grasp is tight
But it feels wrong

I was once a green too wasnodt
I was released too, wasnot |7?
So the top-dogs come pouncing in

The second | let go

They were all once greens

But they donét care

They lie, saying they skipped the phase.

They lie

But | say it aloud

I dondédt coward away from truth

Here comes a blue. @
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CREATI VE WRI Tl NG,

Spring Acrostic A Riddle

By: Sonam Katira By: Anna

Spring has sprung I have pages that you can read and | have a
back.

Plant your gardens

| have different sections and | was made in a

Remember to play outside factory.

It has begun | go to stores often and lots of people read
No ! Doné6t play me.

Going to plant my garden! © é//\

Fireworks

By: Juliane Alfen ~ @

Kaboom! An explosion bursts in the sky, surprising my ears ©

and eyes. Looks 3-D . Il dm al most afra
sudden, the firework vanishes in the dark sky. Another one
appears. An explosion of brilliant colors, lots of ear piercing
noises. | watch the enigma in excitement. ®

What am 1?

gooq t :l pusut

L . N -
e

The Writers Club (not all kids pictured)!
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Library Joke

Q: What did one book say to
the other?

A:

| just wanted to see if we
were on the same page.

Fun Fact: The Norwalk Public Library main building was built over 100 years ago in 1902. Read more
about the history of the Norwalk Libraries at www.norwalklib.org/history.htm.
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