MIDDLE SCHOOL SUMMER READING LIST
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander
"With a bolt of lightning on my kicks . . .The court is SIZZLING. My sweat is
DRIZZLING. Stop all that quivering. Cuz tonight I'm delivering," announces dreadlocked, 12-year old Josh Bell. He and his twin brother Jordan are awesome on the
court. But Josh has more than basketball in his blood, he's got mad beats, too, that
tell his family's story in verse, in this fast and furious middle grade novel of family
and brotherhood from Kwame Alexander (He Said, She Said 2013). Josh and
Jordan must come to grips with growing up on and off the court to realize
breaking the rules comes at a terrible price, as their story's heart-stopping climax
proves a game-changer for the entire family.
I Will Always Write Back: How One Letter Changed Two Lives by Caitlin
Alifirenka & Martin Ganda
The true story of an all-American girl and a boy from Zimbabwe and the letter that
changed both of their lives forever.
The Night Gardener by Jonathan Auxier
Irish orphans Molly, fourteen, and Kip, ten, travel to England to work as servants
in a crumbling manor house where nothing is quite what it seems to be, and soon
the siblings are confronted by a mysterious stranger and secrets of the cursed
house.
Abby Spencer Goes to Bollywood by Varsha Bajaj
What thirteen-year-old Abby wants most is to meet her father. She just never
imagined he would be a huge film star--in Bollywood! Now she's traveling to
Mumbai to get to know her famous father. Abby is overwhelmed by the culture
clash, the pressures of being the daughter of India's most famous celebrity, and
the burden of keeping her identity a secret. But as she learns to navigate her new
surroundings, she just might discover where she really belongs.
Tangerine by Edward Bloor
Twelve-year-old Paul, who lives in the shadow of his football hero brother Erik,
fights for the right to play soccer despite his near blindness and slowly begins to
remember the incident that damaged his eyesight.
The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London to the English
countryside during World War II, where they find life to be much sweeter away
from their abusive mother.

Turn Left at the Cow by Lisa Bullard
Thirteen-year-old Trav feels like a fish out of water in rural Minnesota in this
coming-of-age mystery about a boy who discovers his dad may have been a bank
robber.
The Testing by Joelle Charbonneau
Sixteen-year-old Malencia (Cia) Vale is chosen to participate in The Testing to
attend the University; however, Cia is fearful when she figures out her friends
who do not pass The Testing are disappearing.
The Iron Trial by Cassandra Clare
Warned away from magic all of his life, Callum endeavors to fail the trials that
would admit him to the Magisterium only to be drawn into its ranks against his
will and forced to confront dark elements from his past.
Swagger by Carl Deuker
High school senior point guard Jonas Dolan is on the fast track to a basketball
career until an unthinkable choice puts his future on the line.
Memoirs of an Imaginary Friend by Matthew Dicks
Budo is lucky as imaginary friends go. He's been alive for more than five years,
which is positively ancient in the world of imaginary friends. But Budo feels his
age, and thinks about the day when eight-year-old Max Delaney will stop
believing in him. Some say Max has Asperger's Syndrome, but most just say he's
"on the spectrum." None of this matters to Budo, who loves Max and is charged
with protecting him from the class bully, from awkward situations in the
cafeteria, and even in the bathroom stalls. But he can't protect Max from Mrs.
Patterson, the woman who works with Max in the Learning Center and who
believes that she alone is qualified to care for this young boy. When Mrs.
Patterson does the unthinkable and kidnaps Max, it is up to Budo and a team of
imaginary friends to save him -- and Budo must ultimately decide which is more
important: Max's happiness or Budo's very existence.
Professor Gargoyle by Charles Gilman
11-year-old Robert Arthur must vanquish Professor Gargoyle and learn the
creepy origin story of the brand new Lovecraft Middle School

Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein
Twelve-year-old Kyle gets to stay overnight in the new town library, designed by
his hero (the famous gamemaker Luigi Lemoncello), with other students but finds
that come morning he must work with friends to solve puzzles in order to escape.
One Dead Spy by Nathan Hale
Nathan Hale, the author's historical namesake, was America's first spy, a
Revolutionary War hero who famously said 'I only regret that I have but one life
to lose for my country" before being hanged by the British. In the Nathan Hale's
Hazardous Tales series, author Nathan Hale channels his namesake to present
history's roughest, toughest, and craziest stories in the graphic novel format.
Sure Signs of Crazy by Karen Harrington
Twelve-year-old Sarah writes letters to her hero, To Kill a Mockingbird's Atticus
Finch, for help understanding her mentally ill mother, her first real crush, and life
in her small Texas town, all in the course of one momentous summer.
The Circuit by Francisco Jimenez
Explores a migrant family's experiences moving through labor camps, facing
poverty and impermanence, and discusses how they endure through faith, hope,
and back-breaking work.
The Mark of the Dragonfly by Jaleigh Johnson
Since her father's death in a factory in the Dragonfly territories, thirteen-year-old
Piper has eked out a living as a scrapper in Merrow Kingdom, but the arrival of a
mysterious girl sends her on a dangerous journey to distant lands.
Far Far Away by Tom McNeal
When Jeremy Johnson Johnson's strange ability to speak to the ghost of Jacob
Grimm draws the interest of his classmate Ginger Boltinghouse, the two find
themselves at the center of a series of disappearances in their hometown.
Cinder by Marissa Meyer
As plague ravages the overcrowded Earth, observed by a ruthless lunar people,
Cinder, a gifted mechanic and cyborg, becomes involved with handsome Prince
Kai and must uncover secrets about her past in order to protect the world in this
futuristic take on the Cinderella story.
Touching Spirit Bear by Ben Mikaelsen
After his anger erupts into violence, Cole, in order to avoid going to prison, agrees
to participate in a sentencing alternative based on the native American Circle
Justice, and he is sent to a remote Alaskan Island where an encounter with a huge
Spirit Bear changes his life.

Primates: The Fearless Science of Jane Goodall, Dian Fossey, and Birute
Galdikas by Jim Ottaviani & Maris Wicks
An action-packed account of the three greatest primatologists of the last century:
Jane Goodall, Dian Fossey, and Biruté Galdikas. They were all students of the great
Louis Leakey, and each made profound contributions to primatology and to our
understanding of ourselves.
I Am Princess X by Cherie Priest
Best friends Libby Deaton and May Harper invented Princess X when they were in
fifth grade, but when the car Libby is in goes off a bridge, she is presumed dead,
and the story came to an end--except now, three years later, Princess X is
suddenly everywhere, with a whole underground culture focused on a webcomic,
and May believes her friend must be alive.
Endangered by Eliot Schrefer
Sophie is not happy to be back in the Congo for the summer, but when she rescues
an abused baby bonobo she becomes more involved in her mother's sanctuary-and when fighting breaks out and the sanctuary is attacked, it is up to Sophie to
rescue the apes and somehow survive in the jungle.
An Ember in the Ashes by Sabaa Tahir
Laia is a Scholar living under the iron-fisted rule of the Martial Empire. When her
brother is arrested for treason, Laia goes undercover as a slave at the empire's
greatest military academy in exchange for assistance from rebel Scholars who
claim that they will help to save her brother from execution.
A Time to Dance by Padma Venkatraman
In India, a girl who excels at Bharatanatyam dance refuses to give up after losing a
leg in an accident.
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson
In vivid poems that reflect the joy of finding her voice through writing stories, an
award-winning author shares what it was like to grow up in the 1960s and 1970s
in both the North and the South.

