HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER READING LIST
Mosquitoland by David Arnold
When she learns that her mother is sick in Ohio, Mim confronts her demons on a thousandmile odyssey from Mississippi that redefines her notions of love, loyalty, and what it means
to be sane. Lexile 750L
Thirteen Reasons Why by Jay Asher
An intricate and heartrending story of confusion and desperation that will deeply affect YA
listeners. Clay Jensen returns home from school to find a strange package with his name on
it lying on his porch. Inside he discovers several cassette tapes recorded by Hannah Baker-his classmate and crush--who committed suicide two weeks earlier. Hannah-s voice
explains that there are thirteen reasons she decided to end her life. Clay is one of them. If
he listens, he'll find out why. Clay spends the night crisscrossing his town with Hannah as
his guide. He becomes a first-hand witness to Hannah's pain, and learns the truth about
himself--a truth he never wanted to face. Lexile 550L
Chasing Shadows by Swati Avasthi
Chasing Shadows is a searing look at the impact of one random act of violence. Before:
Corey, Holly, and Savitri are one unit-- fast, strong, inseparable. Together they turn Chicago
concrete and asphalt into a freerunner's jungle gym, ricocheting off walls, scaling buildings,
leaping from rooftop to rooftop. But acting like a superhero doesn't make you bulletproof.
After: Holly and Savitri are coming unglued. Holly says she's chasing Corey's killer, chasing
revenge. Savitri fears Holly's just running wild-- and leaving her behind. Friends should
stand by each other in times of crisis. But can you hold on too tight? Too long? In this
intense novel, told in two voices, and incorporating comic-style art sections, Swati Avasthi
creates a gripping portrait of two girls teetering on the edge of grief and insanity. Two girls
who will find out just how many ways there are to lose a friend-- and how many ways to be
lost. Lexile 630L
Fallout: Lois Lane by Gwenda Bond
Lois Lane is the new girl at East Metropolis High. Her instinct to ask questions brings her
and her online friend, Smallville Guy, into conflict with some bullying video gamers called
the Warheads, who are being used in a dangerous virtual reality experiment. Lexile 750L
The Living by Matt de la Pena
After an earthquake destroys California and a tsunami wrecks the luxury cruise ship where
he is a summer employee, high schooler Shy confronts another deadly surprise. Lexile 700L
An Abundance of Katherines by John Green
Having been recently dumped for the nineteenth time by a girl named Katherine, recent
high school graduate and former child prodigy Colin sets off on a road trip with his best
friend to try to find some new direction in life while also trying to create a mathematical
formula to explain his relationships. Lexile 890L

Conversion by Katherine Howe
When girls start experiencing strange tics and other mysterious symptoms at Colleen's
high school, her small town of Danvers, Massachusetts, falls victim to rumors that lead to
full-blown panic. Only Colleen connects their fate to the ill-fated Salem Village, where
another group of girls suffered from a similarly bizarre epidemic three centuries ago. Lexile
770L
The Queen of the Tearling by Erika Johansen
On her nineteenth birthday, Princess Kelsea Raleigh Glynn, raised in exile, sets out on a
perilous journey back to the castle of her birth to ascend her rightful throne. Plain and
serious, a girl who loves books and learning, Kelsea bears little resemblance to her mother,
the vain and frivolous Queen Elyssa. But though she may be inexperienced and sheltered,
Kelsea is not defenseless: Around her neck hangs the Tearling sapphire, a jewel of
immense magical power; and accompanying her is the Queen's Guard, a cadre of brave
knights led by the enigmatic and dedicated Lazarus. Kelsea will need them all to survive a
cabal of enemies who will use every weapon--from crimson-caped assassins to the darkest
blood magic--to prevent her from wearing the crown. Lexile 860L
Name of the Star by Maureen Johnson
Rory, of Boueuxlieu, Louisiana, is spending a year at a London boarding school when she
witnesses a murder by a Jack the Ripper copycat and becomes involved with the very
unusual investigation. Lexile 710L
Those Who Wish Me Dead by Michael Koryta
When 13-year-old Jace Wilson witnesses a brutal murder, he's plunged into a new life,
issued a false identity and hidden in a wilderness skills program for troubled teens. The
plan is to get Jace off the grid while police find the two killers. The result is the start of a
nightmare. The killers, known as the Blackwell Brothers, are slaughtering anyone who gets
in their way in a methodical quest to reach him. Now all that remains between them and
the boy are Ethan and Allison Serbin, who run the wilderness survival program; Hannah
Faber, who occupies a lonely fire lookout tower; and endless miles of desolate Montana
mountains. The clock is ticking, the mountains are burning, and those who wish Jace
Wilson dead are no longer far behind.
A Death-Struck Year by Makiia Lucier
When the Spanish influenza epidemic reaches Portland, Oregon, in 1918, seventeen-yearold Cleo leaves behind the comfort of her boarding school to work for the Red Cross. Lexile
600L

How It Went Down by Kekla Magoon
When sixteen-year-old Tariq Johnson is shot to death, his community is thrown into an
uproar because Tariq was black and the shooter, Jack Franklin, is white, and in the
aftermath everyone has something to say, but no two accounts of the events agree. Lexile
560L
The Revolution of Evelyn Serrano by Sonia Manzano
It is 1969 in Spanish Harlem, and fourteen-year-old Evelyn Serrano is trying hard to break
free from her conservative Puerto Rican surroundings, but when her activist grandmother
comes to stay and the neighborhood protests start, things get a lot more complicated--and
dangerous. Lexile 720L
I’ll Give You the Sun by Jandy Nelson
A story of first love and family loss follows the estrangement between daredevil Jude and
her loner twin brother, Noah, as a result of a mysterious event that is brought to light by a
beautiful, broken boy and a new mentor. Lexile 740L
Gabi, a Girl in Pieces by Isabel Quintero
Sixteen-year-old Gabi Hernandez chronicles her senior year in high school as she copes
with her friend Cindy's pregnancy, friend Sebastian's coming out, her father's meth habit,
her own cravings for food and cute boys, and especially, the poetry that helps forge her
identity. Lexile 820L
When I Was the Greatest by Jason Reynolds
Ali lives in Bed-Stuy, a Brooklyn neighborhood known for guns and drugs, but he and his
sister, Jazz, and their neighbors, Needles and Noodles, stay out of trouble until they go to
the wrong party, where one gets badly hurt and another leaves with a target on his back.
Lexile 740L
Jackaby by William Ritter
Newly arrived in 1892 New England, Abigail Rook becomes assistant to R. F. Jackaby, an
investigator of the unexplained with the ability to see supernatural beings, and she helps
him delve into a case of serial murder which, Jackaby is convinced, is due to a nonhuman
creature. Lexile 920L
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs
A horrific family tragedy sets sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote island off the
coast of Wales, where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine's Home for
Peculiar Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes
clear that Miss Peregrine's children were more than just peculiar, they may have been
dangerous.
21: The Story of Roberto Clemente by Winfred Santiago
Presents the story of baseball star Roberto Clemente and his journey from an
impoverished childhood to fame and fortune, as he strives to go the distance for respect.
Bomb: The Race to Build – and Steal – the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by Steve
Sheinkin
As Allies thwarted Nazi efforts to build an atomic bomb, Americans rushed to create their
own nuclear weapon--unaware that the Soviets were stealing their plans.

Challenger Deep by Neal Shusterman
Caden Bosch is on a ship that's headed for the deepest point on Earth: Challenger Deep, the
southern part of the Marianas Trench. Caden Bosch is a brilliant high school student whose
friends are starting to notice his odd behavior. Caden Bosch is designated the ship's artist
in residence to document the journey with images. Caden Bosch pretends to join the school
track team but spends his days walking for miles, absorbed by the thoughts in his head.
Caden Bosch is split between his allegiance to the captain and the allure of mutiny. Caden
Bosch is torn. Lexile 800L
Sway by Kat Spears
high school senior Jesse Alderman, or Sway, as he's known, could sell to a bishop. He also
specializes in getting things people want--term papers, a date with the prom queen, fake
IDs. He has few close friends and he never EVER lets emotions get in the way. For Jesse, life
is simply a series of business transactions. But when Ken Foster, captain of the football
team, leading candidate for homecoming king, and all-around jerk, hires Jesse to help him
win the heart of the angelic Bridget Smalley, Jesse finds himself feeling all sorts of things.
While following Bridget and learning the intimate details of her life, he falls helplessly in
love for the very first time. He also finds himself in an accidental friendship with Bridget's
belligerent and self-pitying younger brother who has cerebral palsy. Suddenly, Jesse is
visiting old folks at a nursing home in order to run into Bridget, and offering his time to
help the less fortunate, all the while developing a bond with this young man who idolizes
him. Could the tin man really have a heart after all? A Cyrano de Bergerac story with a
modern twist, Sway is told from Jesse's point of view with unapologetic truth and biting
humor, his observations about the world around him untempered by empathy or
compassion--until Bridget's presence in his life forces him to confront his quiet devastation
over a life-changing event a year earlier and maybe, just maybe, feel something again.
Lexile 900L
Nimona by Noelle Stevenson
Lord Blackheart, a villain with a vendetta, and his sidekick, Nimona, an impulsive young
shapeshifter, must prove to the kingdom that Sir Goldenloin and the Institution of Law
Enforcement and Heroics aren't the heroes everyone thinks they are. (Graphic Novel)
Lexile 350L
Belzhar by Meg Wolitzer
Jam Gallahue, fifteen, unable to cope with the loss of her boyfriend Reeve, is sent to a
therapeutic boarding school in Vermont, where a journal-writing assignment for an
exclusive, mysterious English class transports her to the magical realm of Belzhar, where
she and Reeve can be together. Lexile 790L
The 5th Wave by Rick Yancey
Cassie Sullivan, the survivor of an alien invasion, must rescue her young brother from the
enemy with help from a boy who may be one of them. Lexile 690L

