HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER READING LIST
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 10
ESSENTIAL QUESTION: IS THERE A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN REALITY AND TRUTH?
In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez
Set in the Dominican Republic during the mid-twentieth century and based on the real-life
stories of the Mirabal sisters, who took part in a plot to topple their oppressive
government. Beginning with their childhoods, the author gives life to these courageous sisters
and traces their development as political revolutionaries. Fiction; Lexile: 910L
Euclid’s Elements by Euclid, Translated by Thomas L. Heath
When the mathematician Euclid wrote this treatise in the third century b.c., he might as well
have been planning a modern high school geometry course. Geometry students still learn the
same axioms and proofs that Euclid proposed so many centuries ago. This translation includes
all thirteen books written by this Greek “Father of Geometry.” Nonfiction
Don’t Turn Around by Michelle Gagnon
After waking up on an operating table with no memory of how she got there, Noa must team up
with computer hacker Peter to stop a corrupt corporation with a deadly secret. Fiction; Lexile:
HL710L
41 Stories by O. Henry
This collection of O. Henry’s finest short stories whisks readers from a bustling city to a seedy
salon to a prison shoe shop. Wherever O. Henry takes you, you will find yourself discovering
that reality and truth may not always be as they appear. Fiction

Ashfall by Mike Mullin
After the eruption of the Yellowstone super volcano, Alex must travel from Iowa to Illinois to
find his parents and sister, trying to survive in a transformed landscape and a lawless new
world. Fiction; Lexile: 750L
Monster by Walter Dean Myers
Presented as a screenplay of Steve's own imagination, and peppered with journal entries, the
book shows how one single decision can change our whole lives. Fiction; Lexile: 670L
The Tragedy of Richard III by William Shakespeare
Richard, Duke of Gloucester, schemes and murders his way to the throne of England. Haunted
by the ghosts of his victims, he is defeated in battle by the Earl of Richmond, who becomes
Henry VII and ends the War of the Roses. Fiction
The Illustrated Book of Great Composers by Wendy Thompson
As a musician herself, Wendy Thompson has written a reference book that describes the lives
and accomplishments of the most influential composers of classical music. Nonfiction
The Prince and the Pauper by Mark Twain
The sixteenth-century royal court and the boisterous London streets spring to life in this novel
about a poor boy who exchanges identities with Edward Tudor, Prince of England. Fiction;
Lexile: 1160L

Rhinoceros by Eugene Ionesco
In this absurdist drama, Ionesco imagines a situation in which all the residents of a small French
town slowly turn into rhinoceroses. This play is admired for its revealing look at the perils of
conformity and the destructive nature of extremist ideologies. Fiction

Revolutionary Petunias and Other Poems by Alice Walker
Walker’s collection of poetry explores the similarities between love and revolution – both in
terms of the devastation each can cause and the possibilities for dramatic breakthrough. Fiction

Before Columbus: The Americas of 1491 by Charles C. Mann
In this nonfiction book, the author vividly describes life in the Americas before Columbus. He
tells how natives accomplished such feats as producing genetically engineered corn and
building enormous pyramids. Nonfiction; Lexile: 1080L

Up from Slavery by Booker T. Washington
During his life, Booker T. Washington was a slave, an educator, an orator, and the founder of
Tuskegee University. In this autobiography, Washington tells the remarkable story of his
struggles as he rose from houseboy to activist for social change. Nonfiction; Lexile: 1320L
Code Name: Verity by Elizabeth Wein
In 1943, a British fighter plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France and the survivor tells a tale of
friendship, war, espionage, and great courage as she relates what she must to survive while
keeping secret all that she can. Fiction; Lexile: 1020L

HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER READING LIST
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 11
ESSENTIAL QUESTION: CAN CHANGE BE MADE WITHOUT CONFLICT?
The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume 1: The Pox
Party by M. T. Anderson
Diaries, letters, and other manuscripts chronicle the experiences of Octavian, a young
African American, from birth to age sixteen, as he is brought up as part of a science
experiment in the years leading up to and during the Revolutionary War. Fiction; Lexile:
1090
Chronicle of the Narvaez Expedition by Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca; translated by
Fanny Bandelier
In the early sixteenth century, Spain sent the Narvaez expedition to what is now the
southern United States to claim vast territories for the Spanish empire. Cabeza de Vaca,
who went on this journey, describes the fate of the nine-year expedition. Nonfiction
My Antonia by Willa Cather
The story of Antonia, a self-reliant, spirited young woman growing up on the Nebraska
frontier, is told by her friend and confidant, Jim Burden, who chronicles their friendship
and reveals both the beauty and hardship of frontier life. Fiction; Lexile: 1010L
The Ransom of Mercy Carter by Caroline Cooney
In 1704 a Native American tribe attacks Deerfield, Massachusetts. Mercy Carter and
hundreds of other settlers are taken hostage. At first she yearns for ransom, but eventually
she wonders if she will want to leave. Fiction; Lexile: 730L
Letters from an American Farmer by J. Hector St. John de Crevecoeur; translated by
Gerald Bevan
Early America’s physical and cultural landscape is captured in these impassioned and
engaging epistles, or essays fashioned as letters. Nonfiction

The Interesting Narrative of The Life of Olaudah Equiano by Olaudah Equiano
Written in 1789, Equiano’s autobiography is one of the most widely read “slave
narratives.” The author describes his childhood in eighteenth-century Guinea, Africa,
where he was first enslaved. He also recounts his later experiences as a free man and
abolitionist in the United States. Nonfiction
A Farewell to Arms by Ernest Hemmingway
By turns romantic and harshly realistic, Hemingway's story of a tragic romance set against
the brutality and confusion of World War I cemented his fame as a stylist and as a writer
of extraordinary literary power. A volunteer ambulance driver and a beautiful English
nurse fall in love when he is wounded on the Italian front. Fiction; Lexile: 730L
Spoon River Anthology by Edgar Lee Masters
The former residents of an Illinois town, now long dead, tell the stories of their lives in
poetic verse from the graveyard in which they lie. Fiction
1776 by David McCollough
Esteemed historian McCollough describes the turbulence and promise of this most
important year in American history. Nonfiction; Lexile: 1300L
The Winthrop Woman by Anya Seton
A fictionalized account of the life of Elizabeth Fones, who was a niece of John Winthrop
(governor of the Mass. Bay Colony) and a bit of an embarrassment to the other, more
respectable Winthrops. Fiction
American Colonies: The Settling of North America by Alan Taylor
The settling of the American colonies was not a simple story but an interweaving of many
narratives. Pulitzer Prize-winning author Alan Taylor does justice to this multifaceted
history by explaining the roles that different peoples played in this process. Nonfiction
The Complete Writings by Phillis Wheatley
Wheatley was the first enslaved African and the third woman in the United States to
publish a book of poems. Wheatley’s verse, including the poem “On Being Brought From
Africa to America,” explores religion, death, and the struggles of enslaved Africans. Fiction

HIGH SCHOOL SUMMER READING LIST
FOR STUDENTS ENTERING GRADE 12
ESSENTIAL QUESTION: HOW DOES LITERATURE SHAPE OR REFLECT SOCIETY?
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen
In early nineteenth-century England, a young woman copes with the suit of a snobbish
gentleman as well as the romantic entanglements of her four sisters. Fiction; Lexile: 1110L

Katherine by Anya Seton
Tells the true story of the love affair that changed history-- that of Katherine Swynford and
John of Gaunt, Duke of Lancaster, the ancestors of most of the British royal family. Fiction

The Ecclesiastical History of the English People by Bede, Translated by Leo Sherley-Price
Written in A.D. 731 by a Christian monk named Bede, this book describes England from the
first-century invasion by the Romans to Anglo-Saxon life in Bede’s own day. It is a fascinating
account of the ebb and flow of peoples and belief systems in the early centuries of Britain.
Nonfiction; Lexile: 1430L

The Tempest by William Shakespeare
After his evil brother steals his kingdom, the magician Prospero and his daughter are stranded
on a remote island. Years later, when a tempest shipwrecks his brother on the same island,
Prospero has the opportunity for revenge, reconciliation, or both - if only his magic powers do
not fail him. Fiction

Notes from a Small Island by Bill Bryson
Before his return to the U.S. after a 20-year residence in England, Bryson embarked on a
farewell tour of his adopted homeland. His trenchant, witty and detailed observations of life in
a variety of towns and villages will delight Anglophiles...Bryson shares what he loves best
about the idiosyncrasies of everyday English life in this immensely entertaining travel
memoir. Nonfiction

A Year in the Life of William Shakespeare: 1599 by James Shapiro
Thirty-five-year-old William Shakespeare wrote four plays in 1599. In this biography, James
Shapiro discusses how the turbulent events of the time influenced Henry V, Julius Caesar, As
You Like It, and Hamlet. Nonfiction

Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens
The classic tale of love, courage, and sacrifice set against the French revolution. Lexile: 790L
Sun and Moon, Ice and Snow by Jessica Day George
A girl travels east of the sun and west of the moon to free her beloved prince from a magic
spell. George has adapted Norse myths and fairy tales to create this eerily beautiful, often
terrifying world in which animals talk, trolls marry humans only to destroy them, and weather
forces are actual characters. Fiction; Lexile: 810L
The Book of Margery Kempe by Margery Kempe, Translated by B. A. Windeatt
Considered the first autobiography in English, this book was dictated to a priest. It narrates
the spiritual and everyday struggles of one woman in the fifteenth century as she deals with
bankruptcy, the pressures of maintaining a household with fourteen children, and divine
revelations that send her on pilgrimages far from home. Nonfiction
The Story of English by Robert McCrum, Robert MacNeil, and William Cran
This book presents a stimulating and comprehensive record of spoken and written English –
from its Anglo-Saxon origins to the present day, when English is the dominant language of
commerce and culture, with more than one billion English speakers throughout the world.
Nonfiction

Sir Gawin and the Green Knight translated by Brian Stone
In this acclaimed medieval romance, Sir Gawain is the young nephew of King Arthur. The
Green Knight tests Gawain’s chivalric ideals by posing three challenges. Fiction
The Eagle of the Ninth by Rosemary Sutcliff
Years ago the Ninth Legion marched into Northern Britain and vanished. Now Marcus
Aurelius will travel beyond Hadrian's Wall into hostile territory in order to recover the eagle
standard of the Ninth, which disappeared while under his father's command. Fiction; Lexile:
1110L
A Distant Mirror: The Calamitous 14th Century by Barbara W. Tuchman
Told from the perspective of nobleman Enguerrand de Coucy (1340-1397), this book explores
important events in the fourteenth century, including the Black Death, The Hundred Years’
War, and the Crusades. Nonfiction
The Once and Future King by T. H. White
In this modern classic, White retells a variety of exciting tales about the legendary King Arthur
and his Knights of the Round Table. White’s humorous, imaginative, and suspenseful
retellings will delight today’s readers. Fiction; Lexile: 1080L

